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» May 29(Wed) 5:00 om A Uy O RIEFEEL 75 —BRESAfter Dinner H
@ St Mary’s Cathedral House invited by The Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP
Jun 2 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEfLIEFE/Sunday Service

9 (Sun) 11:00 am "B#FAEE/June Shotsuki Memorial Service
16 (Sun) 11:00 am BE%L#F/Sunday Service
17 (Mon) C AEEFHRFTT / New Bulletin Issue J
23(Sun) 11:00 am BE%$LiE/Sunday Service
30(Sun) ¢ {KEE2 / No Service »
TJduly 7 (Sun) 11:00 am tA®#BEE/July Shotsuki Memorial Service

14(Sun) 11:00 am BRfLIE/Sunday Service
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“The Tathagatas
of the ten quarters
compassionately regard
each sentient being
as their only child.”
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d In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,216.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
d fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev George Gatenby — Pledge contribution

* Ms Kaoru Morioka — Pledge contribution and donation
* Mr Michael Chen — Donation for Buddhist Books

* Mr Victor Davidson — Membership (1 Year)

* Ms Ayako Mitsui—-Browne — Donations

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Pledge and Shotsuki Donation

* Tzu—Chi Australia — Special Donation

* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donation

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund

* Japan Club of Sydney — Honorarium for printing

o3-1.1.3.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.3.

Expression of Dana/Gratitude
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Thank you very much in Gassho
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June Shotsuki Memorial Service

Browne, Leonard Keith 75> - L V% (2016)
Nakamura, Torao i =i & (1984
Hayashi, Chima M BFE & (1995)
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(From page 3) Message from Gomonshu-sama/HBMA News!

In today’s day and age where it is said that
the younger generations are distancing themselves
from religion, it is my hope that these verses will be
used during various engagements and gatherings.
Let us continue on the path of the Nembutsu, as we
have engraved in our hearts, that we must pass on to
the coming generations far and wide, the Jodo Shin-
shu teaching that was carefully transmitted to us by
our forebears.

November 23, 2018
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Rev Watanabe Attended Vesak Celebration
events organised by Nan-Tien, and Tzu-Chi

11th and 12th May 2019

(Top) Rev Watanabe
with Ven Miao You, Sec-
retary & Board of Direc-
tors of Nan Tien Insti-

tute. (11/05/12).

Rev Wata- ke
nabe

once

again
invited  to
attend the
Vesak Buddha’s Birthday Cele- P
bration event at Tumberlong f .4

Park in Darling Harbour organ-
ised by Nan Tien Temple on 11

8 Interfaith prayers for peace were con-

ducted.(11/05/19).

Top) Rev Watanabe with
Mr Robert Kok, City of

Sydney councillor (Right)
Buddha’s family statues,
King Suddhordana, Queen

Maha Maya, and Maha
Pajapati. (11/05/19).

b

May, and also to Tzu-Chi Aus- = |
tralia on 12 May straight after ==

the regular Sunday service at '
HBMA.  In Gassho, :J.

Rev Watanabe with other monks from many temples gathered at

Tzu-Chi Australia’s Vesak service. (12/05/19).

Rev Watanabe went to lis-
ten to a public talk made
by His Holiness The 42nd
Sakya Gongma Trizin Rin-
poche (Left) at the Univer-
sity of Sydney on 7 May.
His talk inspired all listen-
ers who attended.

/vvvvvvvvvV\‘\‘\‘vvvs.‘vvv\
S (Bwﬁ{ﬁzst Scnpture Class on move!

Buddhist Scripture
class students of Children are trying to answer miss-
‘\ the Gordon West ing words of Buddha’s sacred mes-
<, Public School where 28
%, Rev Watanabe
“\ teaches every week are now studying about the
S, life of Shakyamuni Buddha by reading some of
S Buddha’s sacred books and watchlng educational
7 video
* about the
hfe story
of Bud-

5”‘/#"(’}(54"/‘

dha.
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(From page 2) Gotan-e Dharma Message by Rev Gatenby

Message from Gomonshu-sama about “Our Pledge”
e

A new-born child depends wholly on its parents. In
the spiritual life our parents are Shakyamuni Bud-
dha and Amida Buddha alone — ‘Shakyamuni and
Amida are compassion’s parents.” ‘Namo Amida
Butsu’ is calling to them in secure trust, with eyes
only for them, and serene thankfulness for their
warm and secure embrace.

In Gassho, 7
Rev George Gatenby *

Message from Gomonshu-sama about “Our Pledge” at the perpetual
memorial and autumn service at Hongwanji on 23 Nov 2018

Message on “Qur Pledge”

Thank you for at-
tending the perpetual memo-
rial and autumn service at
Hongwanji today. This an-
nual service is in remem-
brance of all the Jodo Shin-
shu followers who passed
away during the year. Let us
take this opportunity to ap-
preciate the Dharma with a
feeling of respect to our de-
ceased predecessors.

Society today is fac- OHTANI Kojun, Monshu
ing concerns including the 2°deShinshu Hongwanii-ha
depopulation of rural areas, declining birth rate, rap-
idly aging population, and diversification of values,
and such issues have greatly transformed the close
ties created for a long time between Buddhist tem-
ples and their members in Japan. This social trend
makes difficult the long established Japanese cus-
tom that religious tradition is handed down within
the household from generation to generation to re-
main intact, and consequently, has led to the weak-
ening connection between the people and temple.

Resulting from this social trend however,
with conventional ties between the temple and its
members changing, quite a few people have begun
seeking spiritual comfort in teachings like Bud-
dhism and Jodo Shinshu. To be able to address the
individual’s spiritual quest and for the sake of com-
ing generations, it obliges us to follow in the foot-
steps of our forebears to pass the Nembutsu teach-
ing on correctly and in a way that is easy to under-
stand.

On the first day of the Commemoration on
the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition, | de-
livered a message entitled “A Way of Living as a
Nembutsu Follower,” expressing how we should
live in the real world as one who encounters the

great wisdom and com-
__passion of  Amida
g Tathagata.  Although
g Sakyamuni Buddha ex-
~ pounds the truth of this
: world in the principle
of impermanence or dependent origination and
other teachings, we are unable to accept reality as it
is and have a tendency to view things through our
own egocentric point of view. As a result, we our-
selves become disheartened and become embroiled
in quarrels with others. Saddened by our ignorance,
Amida Tathagata has vowed to continue working to
save us just as we are.

In truly appreciating the Buddha’s compas-
sionate aspiration directed to each of us, we natu-
rally become enabled to aspire to act and speak in
accordance with the Buddha’s wish and feel the joy
and sadness of others as our own. It is totally apart
from the self-destructive attitude that takes advan-
tage of our selfish human nature as an excuse for
giving up any good-deeds and doing nothing, or
thinking “we can do whatever we want because we
are foolish beings.” Thus, our efforts of trying to be
in accord with the Buddha’s wish is the first step to-
ward realization of a society in which everyone can
live life spiritually fulfilled.

On this occasion, with the hope of present-
ing it in a more familiar and understandable way, |
have summarized the essence of the message into
the following four verses of “Our Pledge.”

S MEBPAR W L

Our Pledge

Breaking out of my shell

I shall carefully share a warm smile
and speak gentle words

Just like the kind Buddha.

Not becoming lost in my greed,

anger, and ignorance
I shall be open-minded and act accordingly
Just like the calm and peaceful Buddha

Not putting myself first
I shall share in the joy and sadness of others
Just like the compassionate Buddha

Realising the gift of life we have received
I shall live each day to its fullest
Like the Buddha
who continues to emancipate all.

(Continues on page 4)




(From page 1)

2019 Gotan-e service and the HBMA AGM "W

¢ ;,";‘}:; “Thank you” to Ms Ayako Mitsui
. A,‘ Browne, Mr Norman Fung, for
“#% bringing delicious cakes! and Yukimi
2 for the beautiful dishes. Thank you
% 1% to all the children - Yushin, Ami &
* Sho - for your presence at this im-
_ i portant service. All of the devotion of
b+ these people plus those who wanted
join but could not make it because of
other commitments and submitted Letters of Proxy
showing their concern towards our mission are very
much appreciated, and together let us carry our HBMA
forward. In Gassho,

e = TR ST ST o,

Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
Gotan-e Dharma Message

By Rev George Gatenby

Gotan-e 2019

Shakyamuni and Amida

are compassion’s parents;
Using all means

they skillfully lead us
And in us

the supreme entrusting heart

Do they awaken.

(Hymns of the Pure Land Masters 74) ]

Rev George Gatenby @
. Obon 2018

Gotan-e on 21 May is the cele-

bration of Shinran Shonin’s birth. It is a time for
special events at our mother temple, Honzan. There
is a noh play and other traditional entertainment, as
well as tea ceremony. It sounds like a real birthday
party. A birthday celebrates the wonder of a new be-
ing coming into the world — full of potential. As time
passes when we come to our birthdays, we often look
back at how life has gone for us. Where were we and
what were we doing on our last birthday; how will
things go in the future.

A well-regarded biography of Shinran was written
by the late Rev Dr Alfred Bloom, who was a profes-
sor at Hawaii University and a devoted follower of
Shinran. But Dr Bloom is largely dependent on
Shinran’s own extensive writings and scant histori-
cal detail to put together his life story. The discovery
of a collection of letters by Shinran’s wife = Eshin-ni
has helped provide more information about him.
Eshin-ni’s letters give us a very close and familiar
insight into Shinran and some important events in
his life.

Shinran’s own writing is the basis upon which the

teaching and practice of the nembutsu in Jodo Shin-
shu is built. It has been and continues to be the pri-
mary source of inspiration for those of us who see

H
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him as their teacher. When Ren-
W nyo Shonin, a descendant of
d Shinran and the eighth abbot of
the Hongwanji in Kyoto, is re-
corded as saying,
“The scroll of the sacred object of
reverence should be kept hang-
Ing until it wears away; the sa-
cred scriptures should be read
over and over again until they
become thread-bare’,
(Goichidaiki-kikigaki 5)
I think he means the writings
that Shinran left for us — espe-
cially his hymns, commentaries
and letters.

Honen Shonin
1133-1212

The late nineteenth century Shin
Buddhist minister and teacher
Manshi Kiyozawa wrote,

Shinran Shonin
1173 - 1263

‘I speak from experience when
I say that to attain religious con-
viction, we should not depend on anything but re-
ligion itself Wealth, family, friends, parents,
brothers, sisters, career, ability, education, knowl-
edge or nation should not matter.’
(December Fan, p. 9)

I think that Shinran was such a person. He de-
pended on nothing but the Dharma from the time
that he entered monastic life at the age of nine un-
til the end of his life. He lost his parents when he
was young and was raised by his uncles. But most
of his life was firstly a quest for spiritual under-
standing and then serving as a dedicated teacher
of those who sought to join him in the life of nem-
butsu.

In this he was like Shakyamuni Buddha who, to-

wards the end of his life on earth said to his disci-

ples, Therefore in this world you should be islands
unto yourselves, your own refuge, depending on no-
one else, with the Dharma as an island and the

Dharma as a refuge, depending on nothing else.’

Shinran’s principal realisation and the heart of his
message was Other Power. He said of this that
‘Other Power is none other than the power of the
Tathagata’s Primal Vow.’ (CWS Vol 1, p. 57) And, for
us, the Primal Vow is the Name — Namo Amida
Butsu. He also said that ‘Other Power is entrust-
Ing ourselves to the Primal Vow ... 1p. 525)

(Continues on page 3)
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2019 GOTAN-E Service and AGM
were held on 19 May 2019

TP,

L‘am

LTS
\ M&uno '

Group photo was taken after the Gotan-e service. (19/05/19)

, On 19 May, HBMA mem-
' bers, and supporters gath-
ered for the Gotan-e service
and the Annual General Meeting.
We all expressed our highest re-
spect and gratitude to Shinran
Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shin-
shu, by celebrating his birth into
this world. And the service was
followed by the 2019 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting.
During the ceremony, we chanted
the Shoshin-ge with Junirai tune,
and sang “Shuso Gotan -e (Founder’s birthday)” to-
gether. Then, 1 delivered a
message for children and
. read English message written
¢ by Rev George Gatenby who
unfortunately could not make
A the trip this time, and I also
; my Japanese
ol Dharma message.

Mr Davidson (ton) Mr Fung You may find Rev Gatenby’s
(below) offering incense. Dharma message on next page.

After the service, the AGM
was convened. I was again
'} elected as Chairperson. All
B activities of HBMA during the
¥ year, and financial reports
g were presented. New budget
W for the current calendar year

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263
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was approved. Everyone
also agreed that the need
and hopes for the contin-
ued existence of HBMA
is still very high, and
that HBMA should con-
Il tinue functioning here in
Sydney in future. There-
fore whatever help you
L _.can give to our mission
will be greatly appreci-
ated. Please also share
HBMA shrine was beautifully Your thoughts about our
decorated for Gotan-e. (19/05/19) mission with us.

During the month of
September, I am again planning to do a fundraiser
“Peace Run/Marathon” when the Sydney marathon
take place. Therefore, if you wish to donate to-
wards this, it will be much appreciated. Your sup-
port is always greatly appreciated! In any case, if
you wish to run with me, you would be most welcome!
The membership of the Board
_# remains as before until we can
? arrange a special AGM, be-

sent HBMA President wishes
to step down (he will still re-
main as a member of the
. 18 Board of Directors), and try to
Sho (tOD) Yushin and Ami pominate a new President.
~When he find the person who
will accept the position of a
new President, we will have a
special AGM which will be
most likely at the Obon service
& in August. Anyhow, please
i give your full support to our
) Board of Directors.

below) offering incense.

i Thank you Mr Victor Davidson
) for serving as a president for
many years! Another BIG

(Continues on page 2)




